MDC’s Online Field Guide
The online Field Guide is a great way for Master Naturalists to learn about Missouri’s plants, animals, and fungi.
You can use it to look things up on your phone while you’re in the field or check them out on your computer
when you get back home.
The online Field Guide is not only for identification purposes — it also contains information about species’
natural history, conservation status, and how they connect to humans and the ecosystem at large.
It covers:
•
•
•
•
•

Trees, Shrubs, Woody Vines
Wildflowers, Grasses, and Other Nonwoody
Plants
Mushrooms
Aquatic Invertebrates
Land Invertebrates

•
•
•
•
•

Butterflies and Moths
Fishes
Reptiles and Amphibians
Mammals
Birds

The online Field Guide was started in 2010. Entries are developed by a freelance editor with the input and
guidance of MDC staff.
To cover all species in the state is an enormous task, and so the Field Guide is an ongoing project with new
entries added every month. Early work focused on common species and now has moved to the less common.
More than 1680 species are currently online.
“Group pages” discuss groups of species that are similar. (For example: goldenrods, grasses, oaks, skippers,
crayfish, violets, bats, katydids). These pages provide an overview of the group (the type of information that
printed field guides often provide in their introductions) as well as links to specific species from the group that
are in the Field Guide.
Using the online Field Guide
Access the Field Guide at: https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide
If you aren’t sure what to type in to start your search, you can click on a category and scroll down the list to look
for your species or you can narrow your search by checking boxes in the criteria list (on a computer screen, this
will be on the left; on a phone it will be at the bottom of the page). See sample pages below.
Feedback
Feedback from Master Naturalists about the online Field Guide is always welcome! If you have comments on a
specific entry or general suggestions, please contact MDC editor Dianne Van Dien at
dianne.vandien@mdc.mo.gov.

Enter a species or group name, or click on a category to get started.

After selecting a category, you can narrow your search by checking the boxes on the
side (if you are using a phone, the selection boxes will be at the bottom of the page).

Example of a species entry

